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The mite Polyphagotarsonemus latus (Banks) is known to cause
considerable damage to tea crop in Assam and Nilgiris in India.  This
mite has been found to cause considerable damage to leaves of mulberry
plant in subtropics of India namely; Jammu, Dehradun and Delhi. The
mite infestation on the mulberry plants starts during first week of August
and reaches to higher level during last week of August. The infestation
decreases during onset of winter and reaches lowest by end of November.
Mite prefers to feed on younger leaves and buds, as a result mulberry
leaves become rough, brittle, loose shiny green colour and look corky in
appearance. Recent observations suggest that the mite infestation on
mulberry may cause serious threat to silkworm cocoon crops in the region.
The study deals with seasonal infestation, nature of damage, population
and sex ratio of the mite on mulberry leaves. The study also describes
scanning electron microscopic (SEM) study of egg, nymph and adult
mite.

INTRODUCTION
Mulberry is widely distributed plant species in tropical, sub tropical and temperate

area which is grown as forest trees, avenue trees, cattle fodder and for rearing of silkworms.
Several lepidopteran and coleopteran insects attack on mulberry and cause serious damage
to mulberry foliage (Kotical, 1982; Sengupta et al., 1991; Chauhan et al., 2002b).  Fifteen
species of mite belonging to tetranychidae and eriophyidae are reported to cause considerable
damage to mulberry leaves in India to the tune of 5-10% (Narayanswamy et al.,1996).
Recently, tarsonemid mite Polyphagotarsonemus latus (Banks) has been reported to attack
on mulberry in India (Chauhan et al.,2002a).

Polyphagotarsonemus latus, a microscopic mite of tarsonemidae family attacks
on more than 250 species of plants, the most common among them are chilly, sesamum,
cotton, jute, potato, citrus, rubber, tobacco, tomato, pepper, passion fruit, papaya, beans  and
tea (Banks, 1904; Gupta, 1989; Chauhan et al., 2002a).  The mite has been reported as


